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     Cantor Talya Smilowitz 

Dear Friends, 

As December arrives and the days grow darker and colder, our tradition invites us 

to become bringers of light. With Chanukah approaching, we remember that even 

the smallest flame has the power to push away great darkness. 

 

Proverbs teaches, ñNer Adonai nishmat adamò - ñThe candle of God is the human 

soul.ò Each of us carries a unique, God-given spark within us. And in this season 

we are reminded that we are agents of a sacred mission to fill the world with our 

bright spark, our Or Chadash, our renewing light. 

 

We bring that light through kindness, through chesed, through compassion,  

patience, and showing up for one another. Every act, no matter how small, adds 

illumination to our community and our world. 

 

Just as the Maccabees lit the menorah even when the oil seemed insufficient, we 

too choose hope. We choose to believe that light multiplies when shared. 

 

May this month help us tend to the light within and spread warmth to those around 

us. Wishing you a season filled with blessing, brightness, and renewal. 

 

With love and light, 

     Cantor Talya 



 2 

 

 

 

Dear TBH Family and Friends, 

 

As we enter the month of December and look ahead to the light and warmth of Chanukah, I find myself 
reflecting on the incredible sense of community we have shared over these past few weeks at Temple 
Beth Hillel. 

Last week, we had the honor of celebrating the installation of Cantor Talya. It was a truly remarkable 
eveningðone filled with music, spirit, friendship, and so much hope for the future of our congregation. 
Standing before all of you to welcome Cantor Talia into our TBH family was a moment I will not soon  
forget. Her passion, her joy, and her deep love for Jewish life were felt in every note she shared with us. 

I want to offer my heartfelt thank you to everyone who made the evening possible. Whether you helped 
plan, set up, participate in the service, or simply showed up to support our new cantor, your presence and 
your enthusiasm made the night extraordinary. TBH shines brightest when we come together like this, 
and I am incredibly grateful to be a part of such a caring and dedicated community. 

As we look toward the coming weeks, I am excited to invite you to our upcoming Chanukah celebration. 
We will begin the evening with a community potluck supper, a wonderful opportunity to share food and 
conversation as we gather in the spirit of the holiday. Following the meal, we will move into our annual 
Chanukah Friday night service, filled with song, candlelight, and the joy that this season brings. I hope 
you will join us as we celebrate the miraclesðlarge and smallðthat continue to shape our lives and our 
community. 

During this time of year, I am reminded of something I often say about TBH: whether you come through 
our doors every week or a few times a year, this community is here for you. Your presence matters. Your 
participation enriches us. And your commitment helps us continue to grow into the welcoming, vibrant 
congregation we all cherish. 

I look forward to celebrating with you soon. 

Wishing you and your loved ones a month filled with light, warmth, and peace. 

LôShalom, 

   Michael Skott 

   President, Temple Beth Hillel 

 

 

The membership committee has been working tirelessly to welcome new families to TBH, but often hears 

the concern that we do not have a preschool program.  We are so excited to share that we are in the very 

early stages of working with the religious school team to explore the feasibility of adding a preschool 

group to our religious school for the 2026/27 school year. Please watch for updates and alert your friends 

and family who may be interested!  Feel free to contact Donna Gittleman, membership@tbhsw.org 

mailto:membership@tbhsw.org
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DECEMBER 2025 SOCIAL ACTION 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: We do NOT NEED clothing, housewares or linens right now. 
Instead, you can support area organizations that often welcome them in good condition including 
(but call them first to be sure) Goodwill, MACC Charitiesô Community Threads thrift shop, and  

Savers, among others). 
 

Animal shelters and many local veterinarians also welcome clean towels, sheets, other linens.  
(but do call them first to be sure) 

QUESTIONS? Laura Soll-Broxterman at Lsoll@tbhsw.org or 860-833-4466 
 Marla Adelsberger at marlaLadelsberger@gmail.com or 860-803-8075 

URGENT NEED FOR FOOD for TBHõs LITTLE FREE PANTRY! 

               
Our outdoor Little Free Pantry is in GREAT NEED OF nonperishable food, as a result of 

a challenging economy and ongoing impact of reductions in Federal programs. 

TO HELP, please bring items and place into our lobby baskets  

when you come to Temple for services, special programs, and other times.  

Especially needed now: canned vegetables/fruit, canned tuna/chicken, breakfast cereal, 

soups/stews, pasta and sauce, rice, flour, and peanut butter and jelly.  
 

We also need folks to sign up as one of the two food stockers for a month in 2026. You 

pick up food inside Temple and place it in our pantry at least once a week. 

To choose your month, go to:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AABA823A0F85-60796682-tbhlittle 

SEEKING SEVERAL TBH VOLUNTEERS TO HELP ASSEMBLE OUR 
HANDS ON HARTFORD (HOH) òWELCOME HOMEó Kits    

 

On Tuesday, Dec. 9 from 1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m., several volunteers are needed 
to help assemble our next group of Welcome Home kits to assist people who previously 

experienced homelessness and are now moving into apartments. 

If you want to come, please email Laura at LSoll@tbhsw.org or call/text 860-833-4466. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the wide range of basic household items!!! 

TBH is the First Group ever to host Hands On Hartfordôs ñWelcome Homeò Project. 
We are proud to partner with the organization in this important way. 

 

WE ALWAYS COLLECT TOILETRIES FOR HOHõS HOMELESS OUTREACH 
Always needed: Shampoo, Conditioner, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Floss, Deodorant, Soap, Body 

Wash, Body Lotion, Razors, Shaving Cream, Chapstick/Lip Balm, Antibacterial Body Wipes,  

Sunscreen. Place Toiletries in the collection bins in the Temple lobby. 

mailto:Lsoll@tbhsw.org
mailto:marlaLadelsberger@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AABA823A0F85-60796682-tbhlittle
mailto:LSoll@tbhsw.org
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 OUR INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE TRADITION 
 

Temple Beth Hillel leadership and many of our members continued a longtime community tradition by par-

ticipating in South Windsorôs Interfaith Thanksgiving service. On November 25
th
, clergy and leaders of many 

faiths ï including our own Cantor Talya Smilowitz and our religious schoolôs Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz ï joined together 

for inspirational readings, music and songs. The annual event for people of all faiths rotates among different South 

Windsor houses of worship and, this year, was hosted by Wapping Community Church UCC. After, all gathered for 

refreshments and warm conversation with members of other congregations. 

 

With the largest number of clergy and attendees in many years, the service was even more moving and 

meaningful. Worshipping in an interfaith community can remind us that we are here for each other, and with each 

other...especially now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured (left to right): 

Front: Cantor Tayla Smilowitz of Temple Beth Hillel; Rev. Christine Boylan of Unity Church of Greater Hartford; 

Rev. Anne Fraley of St. Peterôs Episcopal Church; and Rev. Edward J. Przygocki of Saint Junipero Serra Parish. 

Rear: Pastor Dean M. Kucera of First Congregational Church of South Windsor; Rev. Mark Abernethy of Wapping 

Community Church UCC; Archbishop Dexter Burke of The Walk in the Life of God Church in Hartford; CT State 

Sen. Saud Anwar, M.D.; and Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz of Temple Beth Torah in Wethersfield.  

(Not pictured: Mark Cabot, a member of the Bahaôi faith) 

       CHESED 
 

The TBH Chesed committee is here for support and caring through life cycle 
and other events. 
Please contact Cantor Talya, Judy Scott, Deb Halpern or call Sam Cain at the 
TBH office, if you know where there is a need, or if you would like to volunteer. 
As a volunteer, you may be asked to provide a meal, give someone a ride, 
make a home visit or take care of other tasks. This is a meeting-free  
committee. 

 
The other component of this committee emphasizes self care-as well as  
physical, emotional, and spiritual health. We have many ideas and exciting  
programs in the works. Stay tuned for specifics. Feel free to bring us any ideas 

you may have. 
 

Reminder: TBH is a smoke- and fragrance-free building.  
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In January, Temple Beth Hillel and our Cantor Talya will introduce new monthly Shabbat Traditions: 
 

First Friday of every month: Potluck Shabbat Gatherings -  
open to all, so that no one has to eat a Shabbat dinner alone. 

Third Friday of every month: Tot Shabbat Family Service -  
with pizza served beforehand and the service beginning at 6 PM. 
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Temple Beth Hillel is hosting a Shabbat Hanukkah Potluck Dinner  
on Friday, December 19th at 5 p.m. 

Click the link or flyer below to sign up for what you plan to bring: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AABA823A0F85-60055506-2025 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AABA823A0F85-60055506-2025
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CAEAD22A2F8C43-57669587-5786#/
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On Sunday, November 9th, our students teamed up with BSBI for an event where they took a fast- 
paced course in: An introduction to Jewish Genealogy. Our students also wrote letters to The Lone 
Soldiers in Israel. See the photos and the thank you letter from the Program Director of The Lone 

Soldier Project below.  
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Gratitude in Motion: Chair Yoga for Body and Spirit 
 

TBH members and guests thoroughly enjoyed Adult Educationôs chair yoga class, co-led by certified yoga 
teachers Cantor Talya and Jess Goldfarb. There was a mix of vinyasa flows and spiritual reflections  
connecting yoga to Judaism as we focused on being grateful. Participants provided much positive  

feedback. Stay tuned for more yoga and wellness programming at TBH.  
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mailto:judithscott17@att.net
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Click the flyer below and donate $18 to reserve your copy of the  
2025 Temple Beth Hillel Cookbook! 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/0f499ce9-da2b-4fd8-9bcf-5352876b32e8
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Upcoming 

Meetings 

12/1 

Finance 

 Committee  

7 p.m. 
 

 

12/3 

Executive 

Committee 

7 p.m. 

 

12/4 

RPC Meeting 

7 p.m. 

 

12/11 

Board of  

Trustees 

7 p.m. 

 

 

12/16 

Membership  

Committee 

7 p.m. 

 
 

12/17 

Social Action 

Committee 

7 p.m. 
 

 

12/18 

Development 

Committee 

7 p.m. 

 

12/23 

RPC 

Meeting 

7 p.m. 
 

For additional 

meetings, 

please go to 

www.tbhsw.org 

¢.I .hhY /[¦. 
The next TBH Book Club meeting will be held on  
Tuesday, December 9 at 1 p.m. at Temple.  

We will be reviewing The Heaven & Earth Grocery, by  
James Mcbride. Come join us! All are welcome.  

 
Friends of TBH will meet for lunch on  
Thursday, December 18 at 12 Noon  

at Sawadee Thai Cuisine, 
  465 Buckland Rd. South Windsor 

 
RSVP to barbEK@aol.com or 
sadelberg211@aol.com 

¢.I [ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

http://www.tbhsw.org
mailto:barbEK@aol.com
mailto:sadelberg211@aol.com
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Click the flyer to find more information on the JT Connect website! 

https://jtconnect.ludus.com/index.php?show_id=200461855
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Save The Date: Sunday, May 17th, 2026 at 2 p.m.  
for a Jazz Concert Fundraiser at Temple Beth Hillel 
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GENERAL FUND 

Gabe & Luann Izraelevitz   In memory of Aron Israelewich, Grandfather of Gabe Izraelevitz 

Len & Marlene Auster   In memory of Harry Tunkel, Grandfather of Marlene Auster 

Len & Marlene Auster   In memory of William Auster, Father of Len Auster 

Len & Marlene Auster   In memory of Hannah Tunkel, Grandmother of Marlene Auster 

Len & Marlene Auster   In memory of Arthur Goldsmith, Father of Marlene Auster 

Herb Shook & Becky Mccann   In honor of Cantor Talya's installation 

Jeff Levin     In honor of Rick Levin 

Rebecca Santiago    Supporting TBH and Religious School 

Eleen Clouser    In honor of Cantor Talya's installation 

Barbara Dworsky    In memory of Sam Cook, Father of Barbara Dworsky 

Joel & Alecia Goldfarb   In honor of Cantor Talyaôs Installation 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Barbara & Al Klein    In memory of Jacob Block, Father of Barbara Klein 

CHESED COMMITTEE FUND 

Alan & Donna Gittleman   Thank you to Temple Friends and Chesed Committee for their care and support 

Alan & Donna Gittleman   In memory of Howard Liebman, Husband of Phyllis Liebman 

Sally Goodman    For Alan Gittleman's complete recovery and good health 

Sally Goodman    In memory of Max Meyers, Father of Sally Goodman 

CLERGY DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Gary & Susan Ruchin   In honor of Alan Gittleman - wishing good health and a speedy recovery 

Larry Andrus    In memory of Stella Turshen, Mother of Marcia Andrus 

Larry Andrus    In memory of Dorothy Schiff, cousin of Marcia & Larry Andrus 

Alan & Donna Gittleman   In honor of Cantor Talya's Installation 

RETIRE THE MORTGAGE FUND 

Stella & Marty Seefer   Wishing Alan Gittleman a full recovery and good health 

MUSIC FUND 

Laurie & Bruce Zimmerman   In honor of Cantor Talya's installation 

Sally Goodman    In honor of Herb Shook's 99th Birthday 

Lori Kase     In honor of Cantor Talya's installation 

The Aranov Family    In honor of Cantor Talya's installation 

EDUCATION FUND 

Judith Bogatz    In memory of Arnold Bogatz, Husband of Judy 

Rabbi Alan & Jody Lefkowitz   In memory of Bettina Savuto Donn, Mother of Jody Lefkowitz 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

Judy Fogg    In memory of John Fogg Sr., Father-In-Law of Judy Fogg 

MENôS CLUB FUND 

Scott & Carol Bettigole   In memory of Howard Liebman, Husband of Phyllis Liebman 

MUSIC FUND 

Robert Rodner    In memory of Pearl Wagner, Mother of Alice Rodner 

Alan & Donna Gittleman   Thank you to the Cantors and Musicians for a beautiful Installation 

HOSPITALITY FUND 

Marcia Heneson    In memory of Nathan Heneson, Father-In-Law of Marcia 

DONATIONS  
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Y  D 

On December 6, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 
David Blotner  
Helen Lipnack  
Sara Platteis  Mother of Alan Platteis 
Minnie Isaacs  
Alice Andrus  Mother of Larry Andrus 
Savuto-Donn Bettina Mother of Jody Lefkowitz 
Harold Gersten Father of Ceil Gersten 
Lillian Moses  Mother of Monroe Moses 
Alvin Miller  Father of Carol Bettigole 
Mitchell Feuer  Brother of Amy Patterson 
John Fogg  Father of John Fogg 
Sheila Gail Hans  
John Viner  
 
On December 13, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 
Florence Gipstein Berman Mother of Victor Berman 
Gerald Bodian  
Tillie Blutt  Grandmother of Mitchell Blutt 
Louis Leitz  Husband of Harriet Leitz 
Anna Rachlevsky  
Pearl Wagner  Mother of Alice Rodner 
Arnold Bogatz  Husband of Judy Bogatz 
David Caplan  Father of Neal Caplan 
Palma Patterson Mother of Ralph Patterson 
Ralph Patterson Husband of Amy Patterson 
Olga Kamens  Grandmother of Christine Brouillard 
Ruth Druckman Sister-In-Law of Elaine Cantor 
Howard Allen  Grandfather of Jeff Levin 
Jacob Rachleff  
Mitchell Raffel  Stepfather of Scott Bettigole 
 
On December 20, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 
Louis Cramer  
Rose Rychling  Wife of Roland Rychling 
Louise Ellis  Mother of Judy Glickman 
Lazarus Plotkin Father of Ben Plotkin 
Jacob Berson  
Adrien Brouillard Grandfather of Stephen 
Samuel Schmitman Father of Janet Berman 
William Auster  Father of Len Auster 
Lucille Nahemow TBH Congregant 
Seymour Platt  Father of Susan Ruchin 
Charles Ruchin Father of Gary Ruchin 
Lillian Snyder  Mother of Alan Snyder 
Julius Wayne  
Hyman Berman Father-in-law of Marion Berman 
Nathan Heneson Father-In-law of Marcia Heneson, and 
       Grandfather of Alissa Heneson 
Harry Silver  Father of Stan Silver 
Harry Tunkel  Grandfather of Marlene Auster 
 
     Continued on the next page... 
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Y  D  C ... 

 
On December 27, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 
Ethel Goldstein Mother of Phyllis Green 
Hyman Gutterman  
Melvin Samsky  Father of Meryl Sloate 
Harriet Gochros Mother of Donna Gittleman 
Sophie Rabinowitz Grandmother of Marcia Andrus 
Louis Glanz  
Myra Scott  Mother of Judy Scott 
Norman Glick  Uncle of Scott Glick 
Anna Maskel  TBH Congregant 
Jacob Block  Father of Barbara Klein 
Benjamin Pincus  
Joan Manna  Grandmother of Stephen Brouillard 
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Ed Luria  12/2 

Joyce Katz  12/4 

Bonnie Zinn  12/5 

Rylee Britton  12/19 

 

 

Alan Gittleman 12/19 

Carol Hart  12/20 

Rebecca Santiago 12/22 

Sharon Jacobs 12/23 

 

 

Bobbi-Jo Maltz 12/25 

Elaine Cantor 12/26 

John Halpern  12/30 

SIMCHAS 

B  

Parashat Vayishlach 5786  Genesis 32:4-36:43  Vayishlach (ñHe Sentò) follows Jacob and his family as 

Jacob wrestles with a man (commonly understood as an angel), is renamed Israel, and reconciles with his 

brother, Esau. Jacobôs daughter, Dina, is raped by a Hivite prince, and her brothers sack a city in re-

sponse. Rachel dies as she gives birth to Jacob's youngest child, Benjamin.   

Parashat Vayeshev 5786  Genesis 37:1-40:23  Vayeshev (ñHe Settledò) begins the story of Joseph, de-

scribing his rivalry with his brothers, slavery in Egypt, and imprisonment after his masterôs wife frames him 

in response to Josephôs refusal of her advances. It also contains the story of Tamar, her husbands, and 

her father-in-law, Judah.  

Parashat Miketz 5786  Genesis 41:1-44:17; Numbers 28:9-15, 7:42-47  Miketz (ñAfterò) follows Joseph as 

he interprets Pharaoh's dreams and rises to become second-in-command to Pharaoh. When Josephôs 

brothers come to Egypt seeking food during a famine, Joseph accuses them of spying. He insists that they 

return with their youngest brother, Benjamin, and later plants a goblet in Benjaminôs bag.  

Parashat Vayigash 5786  Genesis 44:18-47:27  Vayigash (ñHe Approachedò) opens as Judah pleads with 

Joseph not to keep Benjamin as a prisoner. Joseph reveals his true identity to his brothers, crying and 

kissing them. The brothers bring Jacob from Canaan to Egypt, and Jacob and his children settle in Go-

shen. The portion ends as Joseph buys most of Egyptôs land in exchange for food.  

 T  P  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Phil & Bobbi-Jo Maltz 12/31 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.32.4-36.43?lang=bi&aliyot=1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.37.1-40.23?lang=bi&aliyot=1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.41.1-44.17?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.28.9-15?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.7.42-47?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.44.18-47.27?lang=bi&aliyot=1
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855 Sullivan Avenue 

http://www.carmonfuneralhome.com/
http://admiralcleaning.com/

