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     Cantor Talya Smilowitz 

 
 

 
Dear Temple Beth Hillel Family, 
 
As we begin the month of June, we read Parashat Beha’alotcha, a portion 
that speaks deeply about leadership, compassion, and the power of our 
words. 

 
The Torah begins with Aaron lighting the menorah and lifting each flame 
until it can shine steadily on its own. To me, this is such a beautiful image 
of what it means to truly care for one another: helping bring light into 
someone else’s life. 

 
At the same time, the parashah reminds us how much our words matter. 
Even great leaders like Miriam are reminded to speak carefully and com-
passionately about others. In a world where negativity can spread so 
quickly, Judaism calls upon us to choose words that heal, encourage,  
and connect. 

 
As we head into summer and spend more time together as a community, 
may we each strive to be a source of warmth, kindness, and light for one 
another. 

 
I look forward to seeing you at services!  
Wishing you a joyful and meaningful June.  

 
With blessings, 
   Cantor Talya 
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Dear Temple Beth Hillel Family,     

As we move into the warmth of summer, I find myself pausing to reflect on what has been a truly 

meaningful spring at Temple Beth Hillel. 

 

Our recent afternoon concert was, without question, one of the highlights of this entire year. What a 

joy it was to see so many of our members, friends, and community members gathered together,  

sharing in music and the kind of connection that reminds us why this community matters so deeply. 

None of that happens without an enormous amount of behind-the-scenes work, and I want to offer my 

heartfelt thanks to everyone who gave their time, energy, and creativity to make the afternoon so   

special. You know who you are, and TBH is better because of you. 

 

A very special thank you to Cantor Talya, whose inspiration and joyful performance were truly at the 

heart of the evening. Watching her on that stage — the energy she brought, the love for what she 

does — was a gift to all of us. We are so fortunate to have her leading our spiritual and musical life at 

Temple Beth Hillel. 

 

Looking ahead, please mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 7th at 10 a.m.   

If you haven’t received it already, keep an eye out for the mailing sent to your home with all of the   

details. This is your congregation, and your voice matters — I hope to see you there. 

 

Wishing everyone a sweet start to summer. As always, I’m grateful to be on this journey with you. 

With gratitude, 

 
   Michael Skott 
   President, Temple Beth Hillel 

 

 

The Temple’s membership committee continues to encourage and support new members  
to our community. Don’t hesitate to reach out to the membership committee 

at any time with questions, thoughts or ideas! 
 

If you know someone who might be interested in joining TBH,  
please contact Chair Donna Gittleman at membership@tbhsw.org  

mailto:membership@tbhsw.org
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  SOCIAL ACTION   

HUNGER NEVER TAKES A SUMMER VACATION 

AN EASY WAY TO HELP FEED HUNGRY PEOPLE LOCALLY! 
 

Support TBH's Drive-Thru Food Collection Event 
Tuesday, June 9 between 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m., 

donate nonperishable food items for TBHôs Little Free Pantry 
 & MACC Charities' Community Emergency Food Pantry 

 

Just Drive Up to our Temple & we will unload your food, 
and will Thank You with a packet of colorful flower seeds. 

 

Especially needed: canned fruits & vegetables, canned chicken & tuna, 
breakfast cereal, rice/pasta & sauce, flour, peanut butter & jelly 

 

And, Food Always is Welcome in our Templeôs Lobby bins. 
 

Want to help restock our outdoor Little Free Pantry? 
To choose your 2026 month , CLICK HERE 

OR CALL the Temple office at 860-282-8466 and leave a message. 
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For more information, contact Judy Scott at 617-455-8825 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AABA823A0F85-60796682-tbhlittle#/
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Our Great American Songbook Concert 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who 
participated in "Our Great American Songbook" concert.  

 
Whether you purchased tickets for the May event, brought friends and family,  
sponsored the event, helped with the setup and breakdown, organized the reception, 
or assisted with the detailed planning, your contribution was invaluable. 
 
Special thanks to the Development Committee and the Concert Subcommittee for 
your support in realizing our vision of involving the "East of the River" and Greater 
Hartford Jewish communities. 
 
I would also like to extend extra special thanks to the following individuals: 
 

¶ Sherry Skott, for her creative genius in designing our beautiful program book and  
   her extensive work behind the scenes. 

¶ Karen Groenstein, for organizing such a smooth check-in process. 
¶ Bruce Zimmerman, for taking on the role of Musical Director. 
¶ Cantor Talya, for bringing her lovely voice and her extremely talented musical  

   friends to our synagogue. 
 
Thank you all for making this event a success! 
 
Best regards, 
  Helena Friedman 
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Upcoming    
Meetings 

6/1 
Finance 

Committee 
7 p.m. 

 
6/3 

Executive 
Committee 

7 p.m. 
  

6/7 
Congregational 

Meeting 
10 a.m. 

 
6/11 

Board of  
Trustees 

7 p.m. 
 

6/14 
Board Calendar 

Meeting 
10 a.m. 

  
6/15 

Development 
Committee 

7 p.m. 
  

6/16 
Membership 
Committee 

7 p.m. 
 

6/21 
Men’s Club 
9:30 a.m. 

  
6/23 
RPC 

Meeting 
7 p.m. 

 
6/29 

Adult Educ. 
Committee 

 

¢.I .hhY /[¦.Ωǎ W¦b9 /IhL/9 
 

Tuesday, June 9 
 1 p.m. at Temple  

 

  ñBecoming Eveò 
by  

Abby Chava Stein 
 

All are welcome 
to come and discuss  

 

 

ά5Lbb9w ²L¢I CwL9b5{έ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ ф ŀǘ рΥол ǇΦƳΦ 
!ǘ [9b!Ωǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ϧ .ŀǊΣ 
срр WƻƘƴ CƛǘŎƘ .ƭǾŘΦ όwǘΦ рύ 
ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊ 

 
 

As always, RSVP to 
 barbEK@aol.com or 

sadelberg211@aol.com 
 

This also is the day of  TBHôs Drive-Thru Food Drive.  
On your way to Lena's, please stop by TBH 

and drop off some nonperishable food.   
Lenaôs is less than 5 minutes by car from Temple.   

Thank you. 

mailto:barbEK@aol.com
mailto:sadelberg211@aol.com
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Another successful school year has officially ended 
and the final two days were filled with excitement and ice cream! 

 

Below are photos from our Maccabiah Games.  

We now are gearing up for the coming school year. 
 

Registration is open, CLICK HERE 
 

OR Go to: https://forms.gle/nCpxWYGbPdEM8MaD7 
 

$-0 ',$-0+ 2'-,  -32 
2=EHD=  =L@ &ADD=DӐK 0=DA?AGMK 1;@GGD 9F< 
$9DD 0=?AKLJ9LAGFӅ =E9ADJK;ԌL:@KOӄGJ? 

 

-0 
!9DD L@= 2=EHD= -ɀA;= 9F< D=9N= 9 E=KK9?=ӄ 

https://forms.gle/nCpxWYGbPdEM8MaD7
https://forms.gle/nCpxWYGbPdEM8MaD7
mailto:rsc@tbhsw.org


 10 

 



 

 11 



 12 

 

https://www.myshul.org/event/unitedinmusic
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TBH Youth 
The following is a list of organizations that provide Jewish experiences for TBH Youth/Young 
Adults. Each listing includes the respective ages served, a brief description of what they offer, 
and a contact for you to reach out to, should you wish to obtain additional information.  
 
TBH Madrichim 
Grades 9-12 
Volunteer teaching assistant at Sunday morning TBH Religious School classes. Application required, and 
by invitation only. 
Rebecca Chaimovitch, Madrichim Coordinator 
 

TBH Youth Group 
Grades 8-12 
Planning and running of specific events in support of the TBH Religious School: Sukkah decoration, Pu-
rim Carnival, Maccabiah. Opportunities for involvement in NFTY (National Federation of Temple Youth) 
Northeast regional educational and social activities. 
Nicole Bolduc and Eddie Widofsky, TBH Youth Committee Chairs 
 

JT Connect 
Grades 8-12 
Regional Jewish educational programming for the Greater Hartford area. Weekly classes offered for East 
of the River, as well as in West Hartford and Newington. Additionally, signature events scattered through-
out the year, that combine social action, education and social opportunities. 
Rebecca Chaimovitch, President of JT Connect 
ESRY (East Side of the River Youth) 
 

Grades 5-12 
Social programming for youth in the Beth Sholom B'nai Israel (BSBI), Congregation Kol Haverim (CKH) 
and Temple Beth Hillel (TBH) Congregations. 

https://jtconnect.ludus.com/index.php?show_id=200461855
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Click the Flyer below! 

 

 

Z!vC8-svKa~ sv!µ8v -ggXz 
ag¯ !~ ~8`sZ8 -8~H HKZZ8Z 

 

~-H èÁĝ üÁęãØ-ĖęëăĢ ĖęÁĻØę ÍĊĊùĝ âĊę ĝØęĴëÎØĝŪ  
 BëăÔ ĢèØĂ Ċă ĢĊĖ Ċâ ĢèØ ÍĊĊùÎÁĝØ ëă ĢèØ ĝÁăÎĢĦÁęĻŪ 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/fund-a-prayerbook
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OUR CHESED COMMITTEE 
 

TBH membersô actions continually reinforce our 
reputation as a caring community. Thank you all! 

 

We communicate with one another to identify and 
meet the needs of our community, while maintaining 

dignity, respect and confidentiality. Chesed committee 
activities include home visits, hospital visits, SNF and 

rehab visits, phone calls, rides, providing and  
delivering meals, and more. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CAEAD22A2F8C43-57669587-5786#/
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TBHôS GENERAL FUND 
Phyllis Green In Memory of Irving Goldstein, Father of Phyllis Green 
Phyllis Green In Memory of Ray Schor, Grandmother of Phyllis Green 
Gabriel & LuAnn Izraelevitz In Memory of Simon Izraelevitz, Father of Gabe Izraelevitz 
Frances Factor In Memory of Frederick Factor, Husband of Frances Factor 
Joel & Gladys Nadel In Memory of Charles Hertzendorf, Father of Gladys Nadel 
Nancy Gordon In Memory of Esther Gerlis, Grandmother of Nancy Gordon 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Judy Fogg In Memory of Bertha Fogg, Mother-in-Law of Judy Fogg 
Judy Fogg In Memory of Howard Kanner, Brother of Judy Fogg 
 
CLERGYôS DISCRETIONARY FUND  
Lisa Wolf In Memory of Maurice Wolf, Father of Lisa Wolf 
Lawrence Andrus In Memory of Norman Andrus, Brother of Lawrence Andrus 
 
CHESED COMMITTEE FUND 
Sally Meyers Goodman In Memory of Rose Meiner Meyers, Mother of  
     Sally Meyers Goodman 
 
FUNDRAISING 
Bob and Frankie Goldfarb To support the  Great American Songbook Concert 
Karen Berman In Memory of Miriam Berman, Mother of Karen Berman 
Carly Hoss Norman Mazel Tov to Helena Friedman and Cantor Talya for a beautiful 
                                                  concert  
 
HOSPITALITY ONEG FUND 
Sharon Miller In Memory of Fred Marshall, Father of Sharon Miller 
Elaine Cantor In Memory of Benjamin Cantor, Father-in-Law of Elaine Cantor 
Elaine Cantor In Memory of Dr. Marvin Bloom, Cousin of Elaine Cantor 
 
MENôS CLUB 
Gabriel & LuAnn Izraelevitz To support the Men's Club Pasta Dinner 
 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
Robert Rodner In Memory of Milton Koppel, Uncle of Robert Rodner 
 

Thank you to everyone who made contributions to our Temple in May.  

Additional TBH Funds that welcome donations include: 

EDUCATION FUND 

YOUTH FUND 

MUSIC FUND 

BUILDING FUND 

DONATIONS  
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YAHRZEIT DATES 

 
On June 5, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
Bob Lichtenbaum  
George Luckman 
Bennie Yellen 
Carol Finn  Sister of Dr. Paula Bradbard 
Victor Zuckerman 
Ida Waxman  
Norman Andrus Brother of Dr. Lawrence J. Andrus 
Robert Smith 
   
On June 12, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
Moses N. Maskel Brother of Anna Maskel 
Richard Wickey Step-Father of Rebecca Chaimovitch 
Lucas Barash Son of Carl & Sue Barash 
Joseph Cantor 
Richard Patten 
Alfred Geber  Father of Marion Berman 
Georgine Samsky Mother of Meryl Sloate 
Maria Wasserman 
Joyce Goodwin Widofsky Mother of Eddie Widofsky 
Herman Steinberg Grandfather of Laurie Zimmerman 
Adolf Anschul Laudon Grandfather of Marcia Heneson and     
          Great Grandfather of Alissa Heneson 
On June 19, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
Lena Rieder 
Barney Schepart  
Anna Glassman Mother of Abe Glassman 
Samuel Joseph Father of Arnold Joseph 
Lily Yellen 
Bertha Fogg  Mother of John Fogg 
Howard Kanner Brother of Judith Fogg 
Maurice Henry Wolf Father of Lisa Wolf 
Max Glassman Father of Abe Glassman 
Doris Yellen 
Rose Levitt  Aunt of Alan Platteis 
Elizabeth Cohen Mother of Libby Wallace 
  
On June 26, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
Obbie Cobbs  Father of Emily Cobbs 
Bessie Gruber 
Shirley Wolkon Mother of Sam Wolkon 
Sarah Deneholtz Geller 
Helen Crume  Mother of Angelica Hoffman 
Rose Altman Goldfield Sister-in-law of Lillian Altman 
Celia Venerose 
Sophie Cramer 
Joseph Oken 
Esther Pearlstein 
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Alan Patterson 6/3 

David Finnicum 6/6 

Arnold Joseph 6/8 

Amy Paterson 6/8 

Carol Bettigole 6/9 

LuAnn Izraelevitz 6/16 

Christine Brouillard 6/19 

William Keegan 6/20 

Lisa Wolf 6/20 

Nicole Bolduc 6/21 

Barbara Klein 6/22 

Jeannine Cohen 6/24 

William Reveley 6/26 

Alexandra Carey 6/27 

SIMCHAS 

Birthdays 

June 6: Parashat Behaôalotcha  Numbers 8:1-12:16. 
Beha’alotekha (“When You Raise”) opens with God instructing Moses to inaugurate the Levites for service 
in the Mishkan (Tabernacle). It also recounts the stories of people who request a second chance to offer 
Passover sacrifice, complaints of the Israelites and their punishments, and a disease that affects Miriam.  

June 13: Parashat Shôlach  Numbers 13:1-15:41 
Shelach (“Send”) tells the story of Israelite spies journeying into Canaan, the negative report they bring 
back, and the resulting punishment decreed upon the Israelites: to wander and die in the desert over 40 
years. It ends with laws about sacrifices, the story of a man who desecrates Shabbat, and the  
commandment to wear ritual fringes.  

June 20: Parashat Korach  Numbers 16:1-18:32 
Parashat Korach recounts the rebellion of Korach (a cousin of Moses and Aaron), Dathan, Abiram, and 250 
of their followers. Some rebels are swallowed by the ground, while others are consumed by a fire from God 
and others die in a plague. The portion ends by describing gifts given to priests and Levites.   

June 27: Chukat-Balak  Numbers 19:1-25:9 
Chukat (“Law Of”) opens by describing the process of burning the red heifer and using its ashes for  
purification. It also tells the stories of the deaths of Miriam and Aaron, Moses’ striking of a rock to bring 
forth water, a plague of venomous snakes, and battles against the Emorite kings Sihon and Og. Balak tells 
the story of the Moabite king Balak, who hires Balaam to curse the Israelites. Balaam’s donkey speaks 
along the way, and Balaam ends up blessing the Israelites. The portion ends with a story about Israelite 
men sinning with Moabite women and the stabbing of an Israelite and a Midianite.  

 Torah Portions 

Anniversaries 

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Clouser 6/3 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Levin 6/7 

Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Breither 6/13 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Auster 6/15 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Greenberg 6/19 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Klein 6/22 

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Luria 6/22 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brezel 6/25 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Patterson 6/27 

 
 

 

https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/behaalotcha-20260606
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.8.1-12.16?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/shlach-20260613
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.13.1-15.41?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/korach-20260620
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.16.1-18.32?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/chukat-balak-20260627
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.19.1-25.9?lang=bi&aliyot=0
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HOW CAN YOU HELP TEMPLE BETH HILLEL 
MEET ITS FINANCIAL GOALS? 

 
 

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) allows you to satisfy your  
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) by transferring funds directly from your IRA to a 
qualified charity. 
 
Key Benefits 

¶ Tax-Free: The distribution is excluded from your gross income, meaning you pay zero 
income tax on the amount donated. 

¶ Lowers AGI: Unlike standard charitable deductions, a QCD lowers your Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI), which can reduce taxes on Social Security benefits and lower 
Medicare premiums. 

¶ No Itemizing Needed: You receive the tax benefit even if you take the standard  
deduction.  

 
Eligibility & Limits 

¶ Age: You must be at least 70½ years old at the time of the transfer. 
¶ Annual Limits: 

 o 2025: Up to $108,000 per individual. 
 o 2026: Up to $111,000 per individual. 

¶ Eligible Accounts: Traditional IRAs, Inherited IRAs, and inactive SEP or SIMPLE IRAs. 
(Note: 401(k)s and 
    403(b)s are not eligible). 

¶ Charity Types: Must go to a 501(c)(3) public charity. Donor-advised funds (DAFs) and 
private foundations generally do not qualify.  

 
How to Execute 
1. Direct Transfer: Instruct your IRA custodian (e.g., Fidelity, Vanguard, Schwab, etc.) to 

send a check directly to the charity. If the funds are paid to you first, the transaction is 
taxable. 

 
2. Deadline: Complete the transfer by December 31 to count for the current tax year. 
 
3. Reporting: Report the total distribution on IRS Form 1040 (Line 4a). On Line 4b,  

enter “0” (if fully donated) and write "QCD" next to it to show it is non-taxable.  

 
 

For financial advice, please consult a professional. 
. 

 

Note: AI was used to help compose this article 

https://www.fidelity.com/retirement-ira/required-minimum-distributions-qcds
https://investor.vanguard.com/investor-resources-education/faqs/how-do-i-take-a-qualified-charitable-distribution-qcd
https://www.schwab.com/learn/story/reducing-rmds-with-qcds
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p590b
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855 Sullivan Avenue 

http://www.carmonfuneralhome.com/
http://admiralcleaning.com/
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20 Baker Lane 

South Windsor, CT  06074 

Temple Beth Hillel 

Phone: 860-282-8466 

Fax: 860-282-8466 

Email: admin@tbhsw.org 

Web site: www.tbhsw.org 

From Generation to Generation. 

TBH I NF O RM AT I O N  

Clergy/Cantor Talya Smilowitz , cantortalya@tbhsw.org   

Temple Administrator , admin@tbhsw.org  

Membership: Donna Gittleman , membership@tbhsw.org  

Board of Trustees President  Michael Skott , mskott@tbhsw.org  

 

 

Deadline for the Next Bulletin is June 18, 2026 . Please email all materials  to  

Admin@tbhsw.org  AND  to the Communications Committee at communications@tbhsw.org  

O F F I C E H O U R S 

You can reach the TBH Office at 860 282 -8466 or at  

admin@tbhsw.org .  

If you call and get the Office voicemail, please leave a message  ñ  

all are reviewed and someone will return your call ASAP.  

In case of an emergency and you are in need of Clergy, please contact Temple 

office at admin@tbhsw.org , or by phone, 860.282.8466. In the event the office 

cannot be reached, contact our President, Michael Skott, at mskott@tbhsw.org  

 

ONLINE SERVICE INFORMATION: 
If you are unable to attend in person, you can "join in" our on-line services and events and stay in 
touch in several ways. Friday Evening Services begin at 7 p.m.   
 
To watch... 
►Go to the Temple's website: www.TBHSW.org and scroll down. 
►Go to our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/TBHSW 

Advertising Rates for Hillel Happenings 

$36.00 for a 1/4 page single issue 

$60.00 for 1/2 page single issue  

$100.00 for full page single issue  

$100.00 for business card size ad for all 12 monthly issues  
 

Please contact the Temple to make arrangements at 860-282-8466 or Admin@tbhsw.org  

http://www.tbhsw.org/
mailto:cantortalya@tbhsw.org
mailto:admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:Lassman%20Alexlassman@tbhsw.org
mailto:membership@tbhsw.org
mailto:mskott@tbhsw.org
mailto:Admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:communications@tbhsw.org
mailto:admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:mskott@tbhsw.org
http://www.TBHSW.org
http://www.facebook.com/TBHSW
mailto:Admin@tbhsw.org

