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     Cantor Talya Smilowitz 

Dear Temple Beth Hillel Family, 
 
As we welcome the month of July, I find myself reflecting on a meaningful 
milestone. One year ago, I began my role as your cantor and spiritual 
leader at Temple Beth Hillel. It is hard to believe how quickly the year has 
passed. From Shabbat services and holidays to life cycle celebrations, 
learning, singing, praying, and simply getting to know one another, I am 
deeply touched the warmth, kindness, and support you have shown me 
from the very beginning. It has truly been a blessing to become part of this 
extraordinary community.  
 
This year, the Shabbat of Independence Day coincides with Parashat 
Pinchas, a Torah portion that speaks powerfully about leadership, legacy, 
and looking toward the future with hope. As Moses prepares to pass the 
mantle of leadership to Joshua, he demonstrates a profound act of  
selflessness. Rather than focusing on himself, he focuses on the  
well-being of the community and the generations that will follow. Pinchas 
reminds us that our greatest achievements are not measured solely by 
what we accomplish, but by the lives we touch, the values we pass on, 
and the communities we help build.  
 
As I reflect on this first year together, I am filled with gratitude for the  
relationships we have formed and excited for all that lies ahead. Thank 
you for welcoming me into your lives, your celebrations, your sorrows,  
and your sacred moments. I look forward to continuing to grow, learn, 
sing, and build community with you in the years to come.  
 
Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful Fourth of July and a summer 
filled with peace, renewal, laughter, and cherished time with family and 
friends.  
 
With gratitude and blessings,  
    Cantor Talya 
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Dear Temple Beth Hillel Family,     

Summer is here, and with it comes a natural moment to pause, breathe, and reflect.  
For me, June’s Annual Meeting was one of those moments. Looking around the room at the 
people who showed up on a Sunday morning — members who care enough about Temple 
Beth Hillel to be present, to vote, to engage — I was reminded once again why this work mat-
ters so much. 
 
We spent a lot of this past year living out the idea that it takes all of us. And I believe we 
proved it true. From our spring concert to the work of our committees to the quiet, behind-the-
scenes contributions that never make it into a speech but hold this community together — all 
of it reflects people choosing to show up and give something of themselves. I am deeply 
grateful for that. 
 
As I look ahead to the coming year, I find myself thinking about something a bit bigger than 
programs and budgets. I’ve been sitting with a question — one I’d invite each of you to sit 
with, too: What mark do you want to leave here? 
 
Not in a grandiose sense. I mean simply: What do you want TBH to look like because you 
were part of it? What conversation did you start? What relationship did you nurture? What 
would be a little different — a little better — because of your presence in this community? 
 
These aren’t rhetorical questions. They’re the ones I think Jewish life invites us to ask, in eve-
ry generation. We are each the inheritors of something precious, and we each have the oppor-
tunity — and the responsibility — to add to it. 
 
I’m looking forward to exploring that together in the year ahead. There is meaningful work to 
do, and I know this community is ready to do it. 
 
Wishing you and your families a restful and joyful summer, 

   Michael Skott 
   President, Temple Beth Hillel 

 

 

The Temple’s membership committee continues to encourage and support new members  

to our community. Don’t hesitate to reach out to the membership committee 

at any time with questions, thoughts or ideas! 
 

If you know someone who might be interested in joining TBH,  
please contact Chair David Weinberg at membership@tbhsw.org  

mailto:membership@tbhsw.org
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MEET TIFFANIE PATSCHECK, 

Temple Beth Hillel’s Office Administrator 
 

 
 

Welcome to Tiffanie, who joined our staff mid-June and already has met or spoken by 

phone with many members and vendors. In the Temple office weekdays from  

9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tiffanie is the cheerful voice that greets people who call. Her  

office management responsibilities include bookkeeping, invoicing and deposits of 

membership dues and donations, preparation of communications via weekly eblasts 

and monthly newsletters, and support for Cantor Talya. 
 

A native Californian, Tiffanie is a natural for this job that requires organization,  

flexibility and a pleasant personality. She comes to Temple Beth Hillel from the  

Cabot’s Pueblo Museum in Desert Hot Springs, that preserves and promotes the  

history and culture of Native Americans in the Coachella Valley. There, she was the 

Visitors Experience Supervisor, coordinating events, support, and the museum shop. 
 

Tiffanie first lived in Connecticut several years ago. During that time, she supported 

older relatives as a caregiver, and was involved in local theater in Meriden,   

Southington and Watertown, focusing on acting and directing skills she learned as a 

musical theater major in college. Now she has returned to our state to work with  

Temple Beth Hillel, and also will present acting workshops in the Hartford-area. 
 

Tiffanie is married to Andrew Patscheck, and is the mother of three sons, Jeremiah, 

Elijah and Isaiah, and a daughter, Madeline. 
 

     Fun fact: Years ago, Tiffanie’s mother was a teacher at a Jewish school in  
                      Palm Springs, California. 
 

Please be sure to introduce yourself to her next time you call or visit. 
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https://bit.ly/3QE4aRr
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Upcoming    
Meetings 

 

7/1 
Executive 
Committee 

7 p.m. 
 

7/6 
Finance 

Committee 
7 p.m. 

 
7/9 

Board of  
Trustees 

7 p.m. 
 

7/19 
Men’s Club 
9:30 a.m. 

  
7/20 

Development 
Committee 

7 p.m. 
  

7/21 
Membership 
Committee 

7 p.m. 
 

7/27 
Adult Education 

Committee 
 

7/30 
RPC 

Meeting 
7 p.m. 

 
 

For additional 

meetings, 

please go to 

www.tbhsw.org 

 

TBH BOOK CLUB 
 

Tuesday, July 14 
 1 p.m. at Temple  

 

  Outwitting History: 
The Amazing 

Adventures of a Man 
Who Rescued a 

Million Yiddish Books  
 

by Aaron Lansky, 
Founder of the Yiddish 

Book Center in 
Amherst, Mass. 

 

“DINNER WITH FRIENDS” 
Wednesday, July 8 at 5:30 p.m. 

At Oscar’s All American Grill, 
855 Sullivan Avenue 

in South Windsor 
 
 

As always, RSVP to 
 barbEK@aol.com or 

sadelberg211@aol.com 
 

Enjoy a Meal with Longtime Friends 
& Meet New Ones 

http://www.tbhsw.org
mailto:barbEK@aol.com
mailto:sadelberg211@aol.com
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mailto:admin@tbhsw.org
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WE ARE GOING TO HAVE SO MUCH FUN !!!! 
Everyone who attended last year’s Trivia Night had a great time.  

We smiled.  We laughed.  We joked.  We bonded. 
 

It was a great night out and we have another chance to do the same Saturday, Aug. 1 
Snacks, soft drinks, door prizes, prizes for the winning team, 

 and Eddie Widofsky (AND his dad jokes) as our MC.  
Join us, even if you (mistakenly) think that you don’t like trivia. 

You’ll be surprised at how much fun you’ll have. 
Bring your friends and family.  

We are planning for 6 people per team, and can help you get matched up with a team.  
 CLICK BELOW to pre-register with our modest fee of $15/Member $20/Non-member. 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/trivia-night--2026-22


 8 

 

 

 
 

 

Early High Holy Days Information: 
Requesting Honors at Services 

 

  

This year, Sarah Spangenberg will join our 
Cantor Talya in leading us to celebrate Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We invite you,  

our members, to also participate in these services. We share a 
more personal connection to our faith and one another when we 
join our clergy on the bimah.  
 

There are many options for participating in our services.  
They include reading a portion in English and/or Hebrew, blowing 
the shofar, opening the ark, dressing the torah, Alyot, and more.  
 

Please let Sally Goodman know how you would like to be in-
cluded in this year’s services. She can answer any questions 
you may have.  Contact Sally in person, or by phone at  
860-836-7274, or via email bubbesally@aol.com.  

 

  SOCIAL ACTION:   

HUNGER NEVER TAKES A SUMMER VACATION 
AN EASY WAY TO HELP FEED HUNGRY PEOPLE LOCALLY! 

 

Our Temple Collects Non-Perishable Food Items for  
Our Little Free Pantry and Other Local Food Pantries!  

Donations of nonperishable food collected in our Temple lobby are dwindling . 
This is a common problem for entities who provide assistance to hungry people;  

but TBH members always step up to help when there is need.  
  

To help at this critical time, consider bringing a food item for our lobby baskets 
when you come to Temple for services and other programs, and other times.  

Right now, we especially need breakfast cereal, pasta, sauce, canned vegetables/
fruit. We always seek canned spaghetti & meat balls, ravioli, canned tuna or chicken, 

rice, flour, coffee, and peanut butter/jelly.  
 

Please sign up to help restock our outdoor Little Free Pantry.  
We need more help in August, October, November & December. 

To choose your 2026 month , CLICK HERE or call the Temple Office. 

mailto:bubbesally@aol.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AABA823A0F85-60796682-tbhlittle#/
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https://tinyurl.com/bde74ZW8
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https://forms.gle/anTdsGqpCKgsr1HP8
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https://jtconnect.ludus.com/index.php?show_id=200461855
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Click the Flyer below! 

 

 

LARGE-PRINT PRAYER BOOKS 
NOW AT TEMPLE BETH HILLEL 

 

TBH has large-print prayer books for services.  
 Find them on top of the bookcase in the sanctuary. 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/fund-a-prayerbook


 14 

 

OUR CHESED COMMITTEE 
 

TBH members’ actions continually reinforce our 
reputation as a caring community. Thank you all! 

 

We communicate with one another to identify and 
meet the needs of our community, while maintaining 

dignity, respect and confidentiality. Chesed committee 
activities include home visits, hospital visits, SNF and 

rehab visits, phone calls, rides, providing and  
delivering meals, and more. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CAEAD22A2F8C43-57669587-5786#/
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TBH’S GENERAL FUND 

 Jay Fienman In Memory of my Beloved Wife Karen Fienman 

 Rosalind Cooper In memory of Theodore Cooper, Husband of Rosalind Cooper 

 Nancy Gordon In memory of Selma Gordon, Mother to Nancy Gordon 

 Nancy Gordon In memory of Jonathan Gerlis, Uncle to Nancy Gordon 

 Marla Adelsberger In memory of Sarah Revis Levin, Grandmother to  
     Marla Adelsberger 

 

CLERGY’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  

 Len & Marlene Auster In honor of Cantor Talya's fantastic performance  
      at the May 17th Concert 
 

 Arnold Joseph In memory of Samuel Joseph, Father of Arnold Joseph 

 Judith Bogatz In memory of Al Tulcin, Brother of Judith Bogatz 

 Joyce Ben-Kiki In memory of Harry Silverman, Father to Joyce Ben-Kiki 

 Gary & Susan Ruchin In memory of Belle Platt, Mother of Susan Ruchin 

 

CHESED COMMITTEE FUND 

 Alan & Donna Gittleman In memory of Howard Dollin, Uncle of Cantor Talya 

 Alan & Donna Gittleman In memory of Martin Chatinover, Father of Rabbi Steven 
      Chatinover 

 

MEN’S CLUB 

Victor & Janet Berman Supporting the great work of the Men's Club 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Jonathan Mitnick In memory of Regina Mitnick, Mother of Jonathan Mitnick 

 

RETIRE THE MORTGAGE FUND 

Barbara Dworsky In memory of Abe J. Dworsky, Father-in-Law to Barbara Dworsky 

 

Thank you to everyone who made contributions to our Temple in June.  

 

ADDITIONAL TBH FUNDS that welcome donations include: 

ADULT EDUCATION, ART, CEMETERY, HOSPITALITY/ONEG, YOUTH FUND, MUSIC FUND, 

SOCIAL ACTION, BUILDING FUND, RELIGIOUS PRACTICES, PRAYER BOOK 

D O N AT I O N S   
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YAH R ZE I T  D AT E S  

 

On July 3, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 

Rose Gordon  
Mortimer Tuber Grandfather of Emily Breither 
Esther Gerlis  Grandmother of Nancy Gordon 
Milton Koppel  Uncle of Bob Rodner 
Haber Barbara  
Freda (Cookie) Ruth  Aunt of Alan Platteis 
Wesley Burns Gilbert 
Albert Manna, Sr.  Grandfather of Stephen 
Ted Cooper  Husband of Roz Cooper 
Howard Schepart 
Sylvia Ruchin Snyder  Mother of Gary Ruchin 
Martin Stillman 
Jonathan Gerlis  Uncle of Nancy Gordon 
Joseph Goldberg  Father of Carol Guttman 
Rose Goldberg  Mother of Carol Guttman 
Jacob Guttman  Father of Richard Guttman 
Herbert Liebman  Father of Howard Liebman 

 
On July 10, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 

Myron Alpert 
Richard (Dick) Grigorian 
Joseph Ratner 
Edward Klein  Father of Al Klein 
Marcia Frank  Sister of Dana 
Jacob Gruber  
Al Tulcin  Brother of Judy Bogatz 
Steve Berman  Husband of Marion Berman 
Louis Goldman  
Samuel Katz  Father-in-law of Joyce Katz 

 
On July 17, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 

George Bettigole  Father of Scott Bettigole 
Joseph Krauskoff  Father of Joanna Skelskie 
Samuel Matthew Weber  Son of Melissa Weber 
Anna Berson 
Cindy Ruth Feldman  Sister of Marion Berman 
Lilian Tuber  Grandmother of Emily Breither 
 
   
           Continued on the next page…  
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On July 24, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 

Adolph Feinberg 
Rita Kalman-Block  Mother of Barbara Klein 
Dora Joseph  Mother of Arnold Joseph 
Benjamin Ertman 
Louis Friedman 
Jacob Kozlin 
Norman Yellin  Brother of Lillian Altman 
David Raymond Pearl  Father-in-law of Ana Pearl 
Sarah Ravis Levin  Grandmother of Marla Adelsberger 
Sarah Shook  Mother of Herb Shook 
Mary Friedman Banner 
David Bernstein  Father of Dick Bernstein 
Samuel Davidson  Father of Joel Davidson 
Selma Gordon  Mother of Nancy Gordon 
Harry Silverman  Father of Joyce Ben-Kiki 
Sadie Fineman Wood 
Paul Block 
Asne Israelewich  Grandmother of Gabe Izraelevitz 
Mabel Scharr  Mother of Terry Kurtzman 

 
On July 31, we observe the yahrzeit of: 
 

Regina Mitnick  Mother of Jonathan Mitnick 
Lillian Bolotin  Mother of Frances Factor 
Goldie Greenberg Rosengarten Mother of Bob Greenberg 
Joan Rivlin  Mother of Michele Karasik 
Saul I. Meiner  Uncle of Sally Meyers Goodman 
Abe J. Dworsky  Father of Alan Dworsky 
Lena Schnoll  Grandmother of Judy Melocowsky 
Joseph Stein 
Ruth Steinman 
Rita Pokroisky  Aunt of Bev Finnicum 
Dorothy Steinberg  Mother of Howard Steinberg 
Paula Dunn  Mother of Marcia Heneson & Grandmother  
     of Alissa Heneson 
Paul D. Landerman  Father of Maxine Croteau 
Felicia Michelis  Grandmother of Gabe Izraelevitz 

YAH R Z E I T  D AT E S  ( co n t i n u e d )  
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Marla Adelsberger 7/2 

Brenda Williams 7/2 

Ceil Gersten 7/4 

Barbara Brezel 7/6 

Michael Skott 7/7 

Carole Guttman 7/10 

Marcia Heneson 7/11 

Carol Baron 7/14 

Lisa A. Yagaloff 7/14 

Dr. Larry Andrus 7/16 

Micki Bellamy 7/16 

Terry Kurtzman 7/18 

Judith Bogatz 7/19 

Joanna Skelskie 7/19 

Meryl Silver 7/21 

Alexander Lassman 7/24 

Stephen Brouillard 7/28 

Judy Lombard 7/29 

Harriet Mindlin 7/31 

 

S I M C H AS  

B irt hd ay s  

July 4: Parashat Pinchas  Numbers 25:10-30:1 
Pinchas opens with God’s promise of a “covenant of peace” for the zealot Pinchas, followed by a census. 
The daughters of Tzelofchad request and receive new laws regarding inheritance. God instructs Moses to 
prepare Joshua for leadership, and God describes sacrifices brought daily and on special occasions..  

July 11: Parashat Matot-Masei   Numbers 30:2-36:13  
Matot (“Tribes”) opens with laws about vows, and continues to describe the Israelites’ war against the Midi-
anites and the allocation of spoils. The tribes of Reuben and Gad request to dwell outside of the Land of 
Israel, and Moses acquiesces on the condition that they help conquer it. Masei (“Travels”), the final Torah 
portion in the Book of Numbers, opens with a list of places that the Israelites traveled in the desert. God 
commands the Israelites to destroy idolatry in the Land of Israel, outlines Israel’s boundaries, and details 
the laws of cities of refuge for accidental killers.  

July 18: Parashat Devarim  Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22 
Devarim (“Words”) is the first Torah portion in the Book of Deuteronomy, the final book of the Torah. In it, 
Moses recounts events from the Israelites’ travels in the desert, like the appointment of judges, the sin of 
the spies, and the wars with the Emorite kings Sihon and Og.  .   

July 25: Parashat Vaetchanan  Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11 
Vaetchanan (“I Pleaded”) opens as Moses describes his pleading with God to be allowed into the Land of 
Israel. Moses warns the Israelites not to pursue idolatry and recounts the giving of the Ten Command-
ments. The portion also contains the Shema, a declaration of faith and a central text in Jewish prayer.    

 To ra h  P o rt io n s  

An n iv e rsa r i e s  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Skott 7/6 

Mr. & Mrs. William Keegan 7/13 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sloate 7/24 

Lisa Wolf & Gary Gatcomb        7/24 

Frank Luena & Joyce Ben-Kiki        7/27 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Hoffman        7/28 

https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.25.10-30.1?lang=bi&aliyot=1
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.30.2-36.13?lang=bi&aliyot=1
https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/korach-20260620
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.1.1-3.22?lang=bi&aliyot=1
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.3.23-7.11?lang=bi&aliyot=1
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HOW CAN YOU HELP TEMPLE BETH HILLEL 
MEET ITS FINANCIAL GOALS? 

 
 

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) allows you to satisfy your  
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) by transferring funds directly from your IRA to a 
qualified charity. 
 
Key Benefits 

• Tax-Free: The distribution is excluded from your gross income, meaning you pay zero 
income tax on the amount donated. 

• Lowers AGI: Unlike standard charitable deductions, a QCD lowers your Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI), which can reduce taxes on Social Security benefits and lower 
Medicare premiums. 

• No Itemizing Needed: You receive the tax benefit even if you take the standard  
deduction.  

 
Eligibility & Limits 

• Age: You must be at least 70½ years old at the time of the transfer. 
• Annual Limits: 

 o 2025: Up to $108,000 per individual. 
 o 2026: Up to $111,000 per individual. 

• Eligible Accounts: Traditional IRAs, Inherited IRAs, and inactive SEP or SIMPLE IRAs. 
(Note: 401(k)s and 
    403(b)s are not eligible). 

• Charity Types: Must go to a 501(c)(3) public charity. Donor-advised funds (DAFs) and 
private foundations generally do not qualify.  

 
How to Execute 
1. Direct Transfer: Instruct your IRA custodian (e.g., Fidelity, Vanguard, Schwab, etc.) to 

send a check directly to the charity. If the funds are paid to you first, the transaction is 
taxable. 

 
2. Deadline: Complete the transfer by December 31 to count for the current tax year. 
 
3. Reporting: Report the total distribution on IRS Form 1040 (Line 4a). On Line 4b,  

enter “0” (if fully donated) and write "QCD" next to it to show it is non-taxable.  

 
 

For financial advice, please consult a professional. 
. 

 

Note: AI was used to help compose this article 

https://www.fidelity.com/retirement-ira/required-minimum-distributions-qcds
https://investor.vanguard.com/investor-resources-education/faqs/how-do-i-take-a-qualified-charitable-distribution-qcd
https://www.schwab.com/learn/story/reducing-rmds-with-qcds
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p590b
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855 Sullivan Avenue 

http://www.carmonfuneralhome.com/
http://admiralcleaning.com/
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20 Baker Lane 

South Windsor, CT  06074 

Temple Beth Hillel 

Phone: 860-282-8466 

Fax: 860-282-8466 

Email: admin@tbhsw.org 

Web site: www.tbhsw.org 

From Generation to Generation. 

TBH I N F O R M AT I O N  

Clergy/Cantor Talya Smilowitz, cantortalya@tbhsw.org  

Temple Administrator: Tiffanie Patscheck, admin@tbhsw.org 

Membership: David Weinberg, membership@tbhsw.org 

Board of Trustees President Michael Skott, mskott@tbhsw.org 

 

Deadline for the Next Bulletin is July 21, 2026. Please email all materials to  

Admin@tbhsw.org AND to the Communications Committee at communications@tbhsw.org 

O F F I C E  H O U R S  

You can reach the TBH Office at 860 282-8466 or at  

admin@tbhsw.org.  

If you call and get the Office voicemail, please leave a message —  

all are reviewed and someone will return your call ASAP.  

In case of an emergency and you are in need of Clergy, please contact Temple 

office at admin@tbhsw.org, or by phone, 860.282.8466. In the event the office 

cannot be reached, contact our President, Michael Skott, at mskott@tbhsw.org 

 

ONLINE SERVICE INFORMATION: 
If you are unable to attend in person, you can "join in" our on-line services and events and stay in 
touch in several ways. Friday Evening Services begin at 7 p.m.   
 
To watch... 
►Go to the Temple's website: www.TBHSW.org and scroll down. 
►Go to our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/TBHSW 

Advertising Rates for Hillel Happenings 

$36.00 for a 1/4 page single issue 

$60.00 for 1/2 page single issue  

$100.00 for full page single issue  

$100.00 for business card size ad for all 12 monthly issues  
 

Please contact the Temple to make arrangements at 860-282-8466 or Admin@tbhsw.org  

http://www.tbhsw.org/
mailto:cantortalya@tbhsw.org
mailto:admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:Lassman%20Alexlassman@tbhsw.org
mailto:membership@tbhsw.org
mailto:mskott@tbhsw.org
mailto:Admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:communications@tbhsw.org
mailto:admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:admin@tbhsw.org
mailto:mskott@tbhsw.org
http://www.TBHSW.org
http://www.facebook.com/TBHSW
mailto:Admin@tbhsw.org

